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A webinar entitled ‘Risk Assess-
ment & Risk Management’ was 
held on 28 February by the or-
ganising team comprised by Carl 
Debono (vice-chair for Technical 
Activities), Niovi Pavlidou (co-
ordinator for Educational Activi-
ties Sub-Committee [EASC]) and 
George Papadopoulos (volunteer 
for EASC). 

The webinar was aimed at 
members of the IEEE Industry Ap-
plications Society (IAS) and IEEE 
Power & Energy Society (PES) in 
Region 8. The event was dissemi-
nated through the IEEE e-Notice 
service, and through the Region’s 
Continuing Education (CE) Sec-
tion Officers mailing lists, result-
ing in 88 registrations via the IEEE’s 
vtools platform. The event was 
conducted using Web Ex facilities 
and the attendance was consid-
ered satisfactory with about 30 
participants.

Niovi Pavlidou welcomed 
the participants and introduced 
various subcommittees relating to 
technical activities, with emphasis 
on educational activities in Region 
8. The central speaker of the we-
binar was Professor Ali Hessami of 
Vega Systems, UK, and the webinar 
lasted about one hour.

The event hosts were pleased 
with the enthusiasm of the audi-
ence, who congratulated both the 
organisation and the presentation 
through emails and through the 
WebEx instant messaging system. 
The successful event was record-
ed on the WebEx platform and is 
available to everyone for free at the 
EASC website: www.ieeer8.org/
category/continuing-education-
works/ce-webinars. Stay tuned to 
our future events.

Learn how to fail!
An earlier  webinar entitled ‘How to 
Fail EMC in Ten Easy Lessons’ was 
held on 13 December 2012 by the 
organising team comprising Sau-
rabh Sinha (2011/12 vice-chair for 
Technical Activities), Niovi Pavlidou 
and George Papadopoulos. 

This webinar was targeted at 
members of the IEEE Electromag-
netic Compatibility (EMC) Society 
in Region 8. Again, it was adver-

tised through the IEEE e-Notice 
service and conducted using Web-
Ex facilities, lasting about an hour 
and a half. The central speaker of 
the webinar was Elya Joffe, distin-
guished lecturer for the IEEE EMC 
Society.

The event was recorded on 
WebEx and is available to everyone 
for free at http://newton.ee.auth.
gr/cef.ieee/activities.html.

Industrial automation
More recently, two more EASC 
Continuing Education webinars 
were held in May this year. 

The first was entitled ‘Indus-
trial Automation’, taking place on 9 
May and delivered by Kevit Desai 
from Centurion Systems, Nairobi, 
Kenya. It was targeted at Region  8 
members of the IEEE Components, 
Packaging and Manufacturing 
Technology Society; the Industrial 
Electronics Society (IES); and the  
Industry Applications Society (IAS).

The other webinar, entitled 
‘Computer in Parallel’, was held 
on 16 May, presented by Nikos Pit-
sianis from Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, Greece. It was aimed 
at members of the IEEE Computer 
Society in Region 8, attracting 
some 50 attendees. 

Niovi Pavlidou welcomed par-
ticipants to both webinars and in-
troduced various subcommittee’s 
related technical activities with 
emphasis on educational activities 
in Region 8. Once again, the webi-
nars were delivered using WebEx 
facilities and technically hosted by 
George Papadopoulos.

These most recent events 
were recorded and are available 
to every one for free at the EASC 
website: www.ieeer8.org/catego-
ry/continuing-education-works/
ce-webinars. 
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Continuing Education (CE) 
webinars – catch up now 
on what you have missed

DURING 2011/12, the vice-chair for  
Technical Activities worked with 
standing coordinators and subcom-
mittees to provide a better service 
for members in the Region 8.

We strived to close the geo-
graphical gap by promoting the 
IEEE subscription to WebEx and 
the InterCall teleconference facility. 
While the usage has gained momen-
tum, more socialisation and training 
is required.

The chapter coordination 
subcommittee (ChCSC) held both 
in-person and web-based chapter 
chairs meetings (CCMs) at which 
we have identified the opportunity 
for sections to establish some 500 
new chapters in Region 8. Through 
vTools, section chairs are reminded 
to constantly monitor chapter ac-
tivity and provide support where 
possible. 

The conference coordination 
subcommittee (CoCSC) has pro-
gressed towards attracting more 
events for technical and financial 
co-sponsorship. Support for bids for 
large ‘flagship’ conferences (such 

as ICC 2017) has been provided to 
chapters. The CoCSC has also held a 
webinar on financial issues, includ-
ing the management of conference 
insurance and taxes, where the new 
mechanism of conference registra-
tion using ICX (IEEE Conference 
Exchange) is now in place.

The educational activities sub-
committee (EASC) pioneers our pre-
university works (PUW), continuing 
education (CE) and university activi-
ties. Through the recent sponsorship 
for translating the TryEngineering 
portal into Arabic, an interest to 
organise a Teacher In-Service Pro-
gramme (TISP) supported by local 
volunteers in the Gulf and North 
Africa is being developed. 

The EASC interacts regularly 
with IEEE’s Educational Activities 
Board to identify new opportuni-
ties. An interest towards develop-
ing informal museum exhibits, for 
instance E-Scientia, is another PUW. 

The industry relations subcom-
mittee (IRSC) has held a number of 
meetings and interactions towards 
finalising documentation for the Re-

gion 8 industry awards for industrial 
professionals and companies. The 
IRSC has also finalised the role of 
the section-level industry relations 
officer (IRO), as well as providing a 
summary of the roles. A mechanism 
for regular feedback from IROs has 
also been established through IEEE 
Fluid Surveys.

The standards coordinator 
worked closely with IEEE-Standards 
Association (IEEE-SA) and the IEEE-
SA & EAB joint Standards Education 
Committee (SEC). In cooperation 
with the mentioned entities, cooper-
ation with our flagship conferences 
such as EnergyCon, workshops on 
demystifying IEEE standards were 
held. Smaller scale or similar sized 
events are being planned for Euro-
Con’13 and Africon’13.

SEC and PUW have worked to-
gether to generate an early interest 
among pre-university students on 
IEEE standards. Standards activities 
have also been held at university 
level and for industry professionals. 

The ad hoc coordinators for 
publications and future technical 

coordination have renewed the 
linkages with IEEE Sales and Mar-
keting towards developing access 
to the IEEE/IET electronic library 
(IEL – commonly known as IEEE 
Xplore) and future technical areas, 
respectively. 

The approach has started to 
deliver in some areas, for instance, 
in France, but slower in other areas. 
Another area of interest is to devel-
op IEEE Xplore further by including 
local/regional publications of high 
quality. 

As this is my final report as vice-
chair of Technical Activities, I extend 
my hearty thanks to all Region 8 
committee members for  their kind 
support over 2011/12. 

The vice-chair, together with ad 
hoc and standing committee chairs 
and coordinators, will work with the 
new team for 2013/14 and ensure a 

smooth transition.
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Technical Activities report... and looking ahead




